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stranger in town 
tells me that he 
would like to 
catch a train to 
Chicago, I gladly 
direct him to 
the Pennsylvania 
Railroad station, 
a few blocks 
from downtown 
Valparaiso. At 
the depot he sees a train about to leave, 
runs for it, and boards it without taking 
time to purchase a ticket. The train 
“pulls out,” and the man is happy that 
he “just made it.” 

When the conductor comes to col- 
lect tickets, the new passenger offers to 
pay for his trip to Chicago. “You have 
the right railroad but the wrong train,” 
the conductor advises him. “This train 
is going east, not west.” 

The passenger was absolutely sincere 
in his belief that he was headed for 
Chicago. But his thinking so didn’t 
make it so. One can be altogether sin- 
cere and at the same time altogether 
wrong. 


“It Makes No Difference” 


This holds true also in religion. 
People sometimes say: “It makes no 
difference what you believe, so long as 
you are sincere. A church is a church. 
And all churches are more or less alike. 
They all teach us how to be good, and 
they all take us to the same place.” 

Jesus did not think so. He never 
said: “If anyone has a religion and is 
sincere in his beliefs, he will be saved.” 
His words to Nicodemus are explicit: 
“God so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

He expressly states: “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. No man com- 
eth unto the Father but by Me.” And 
in His Sermon on the Mount He issues 
the warning: “Beware of false prophets, 
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

These false prophets were active in 
the church. Jesus did not condemn 
everything they taught. But He said: 
“The scribes and the Pharisees sit in 
Moses’ seat. All therefore whatsoever 
they bid you observe, that observe and 
do; but do not ye after their works, 
for they say and do not.” (Matthew 
DEeS)) 

Again, Jesus said: “He that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought of God” (John 3:21). Another 
statement of the Lord: “If any man 
will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God.” (John 
UATD) 
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There were false prophets in the 
apostolic and postapostolic church, as 
Jesus had foretold. There were Gnos- 
tics, Judaizers, Manichaeans, Montan- 
ists, Arians, Nestorians, and others. 
Sometimes new sects originated because 
of personality clashes among leaders. 
This happened already at St. Paul’s 
time. He writes to the Philippians (1:15 
to 18): “Some indeed preach Christ 
even of envy and strife; and some also 
of good will. The one preach Christ of 
contention, not sincerely . . . but the 
other of love.” Yet he acknowledges 
that also false teachers may sometimes 
spread the Gospel, even if it is mixed 
with error, for he adds: “Notwithstand- 
ing every way, whether in pretense or 
in truth, Christ is preached, and I do 
therein rejoice.” 


How Explain? 


False prophets became prominent in 
the Middle Ages. Frequently they oc- 
cupied positions of leadership in the 
established church. Opposing separatist 
groups, which the church called her- 
etics, were often closer to the Word of 
God than the church, which had be- 
come great, mighty, and wealthy, but 
infested with false teaching. 

There are false prophets in the world 
today. You may be thinking of the 
world’s great pagan religions. But we 
also find many false Christs and false 
prophets in visible Christendom. Since 
the Reformation many denominations 
and sects have sprung up, denomina- 
tions and sects which deviate from the 
Word of God. 

Especially in countries enjoying reli- 
gious liberty, such as the United States 
and Canada, almost anyone can start 
a new religion, and quite a few have 
done so. In a small Indiana town, for 
example, a miner begins street preach- 
ing and soon has a following. A lot is 
purchased, a building moved on it, and 
a new sect is born — “Full Gospel 
Mission.” 

As American citizens we would not 
deny this man the right to do what he 
did. But as Christians we deplore the 
establishment of another sect. 


Not His Will 


The continuing division of the Chris- 
tian church into denominations and 
splinter groups gives us cause for con- 
cern. How shall we explain this appar- 
ent dismemberment of the body of 
Christ? What would the Lord have us 
learn from these divisions? 

While Jesus foretold that “there shall 
arise false Christs and false prophets” 
(Matthew 24:24), it is not His wil] 
that they should arise. As our great 
High Priest He pleads with His heay- 
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enly Father that all who believe in Him 
“may be one. As Thou, Father, art in 
Me and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in Us, that the world may be- 
lieve that Thou hast sent Me.” (John 
£7221) 

How confusing to the heathen when 
so many different Christian foreign 
missions approach them! What an of- 
fense in “Christian” countries when so 
many church bodies try to gain the un- 
churched for Christ and His church! 


“Sheep’s Clothing” 


False prophets come in “sheep’s 
clothing,” our Lord says. He pictures 
a wolf slipping into the pelt of a sheep 
so he can come close to the flock un- 
recognized, pounce on a sheep, and 
carry it away. 

The “sheep’s clothing” of false proph- 
ets is the Bible. All founders of new 
sects within Christianity claim that their 
teachings are taken from the Word of 
God, although some founders will have 
a companion volume —a new revela- 
tion or a key to explain the Scriptures. 
Some “blind leaders of the blind” have 
made a good living from their counter- 
feit revelations and have misled many 
unsuspecting people. 

Against these deceivers St. Paul 
warns: “Mark them which cause divi- 
sions and offenses contrary to the doc- 
trine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them. For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ but their own 
belly; and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the sim- 
ple.” (Romans 16:16, 17) 


“Fortunate Inconsistency” 


Our church has always acknowledged 
as Christian those church bodies which 
still have the essentials of the Gospel. 
Even in the churches where there is 
an admixture of human error people 
find Christ as their Savior. By a “for- 
tunate inconsistency” they cling to Him 
alone and are saved. 

But it is quite another thing to leave 
a church which is building the king- 
dom of Christ on the foundation of 
the “gold, silver, precious stones” of the 
pure Gospel and to join another church 
which, at least in part, is building on 
the “wood, hay, stubble” of man-made 
teachings (1 Corinthians 3:11-13). 
Though this change might mean mate- 
rial gain for us or please someone dear 
to us, we would be acting against con- 
science and better knowledge. 


False Standards 


We are not to judge a Christian 
church body by its size. While the 
Lutheran Church, with some 75 mil- 
lion adherents, is the largest Protestant 
denomination in the world, its size 
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alone does not guarantee its orthodoxy. 
A German proverb says, “By size alone 
do not compare, else would the cow 
outrun the hare.” 

Nor should the kind of organization 
be a deciding factor in judging which 
church is right. Christ did not pre- 
scribe a certain organization for His 
church on earth. The first Christian 
churches were only loosely and infor- 
mally organized. They had “the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” 
fostered by continuing “steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread and in prayer.” 

Nor did Jesus ordain a_ particular 
form or order of worship. This, too, 
should not be made a criterion in judg- 
ing a Christian denomination. The only 
divine directive is that in public wor- 
ship “all things be done decently and 
in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40). We 
cannot insist that a certain liturgy or 
order of service proves our orthodoxy. 
Nor will we ridicule cther churches be- 
cause they worship differently or prefer 
different hymns. 


The Real Test 


If we can claim that we have con- 
tinued in Christ’s Word and are there- 
fore His disciples indeed, each one of 
us must add with St. Paul: “By the 
grace of God I am what I am.” Not 
one of us has the slightest reason for 
spiritual pride and conceit, as though 
we had “already attained.” 

No denomination is always perfect 
in doctrine, faith, and life. Martin Lu- 
ther says: “You will not find a church 
which is so pure that everything is 
taught or believed and lived peaceably 
and without discord.” 

The apostle John alerts us: “Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but try [test, 
RSV] the spirits whether they are of 
God, because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1). 
To test the rightness of something, we 
must have a standard of measure. When 
two friends disagree about the size of 
a piece of ground, there is only one 
thing to do: Get a tapeline and meas- 
ure it. Our tapeline in spiritual things 
is the Word of God. This we must 
have, know, and use in all questions 
of faith and life. We must be like the 
Christians at Berea, who received the 
Word with all readiness of mind and 
“searched the Scriptures daily whether 
those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) 

A coin can be tested to see whether 
it is counterfeit. So can religion. God 
has given us that test: Place the teach- 
ings of men — denominations, congre- 
gations, pastors, priests, bishops, or 
church councils — beside God’s in- 
spired Word and see whether they 
agree, 
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By 
Eugene F. Klug 


\\r77 he Investment Club is scheduled 
Te meet in the church parlors 
. .” How to invest funds 
Br on the stock market is part of 
the program of at least one church in 
our country. This is the land of the 
“how to” clubs, and what better place 
than the church for this additional serv- 
ice? The church, according to some, 
ought to show people how to live plac- 
idly with their consciences in a mate- 
rially-minded age, how to achieve a 
peaceful coexistence between the Gos- 
pe! of Christ and the Gospel of Gold. 
The parable of the Unjust Steward 
seems made to order for our day. Here 
was a “fast buck” businessman who 
gained the admiration of his contem- 
poraries. A shrewd operator, a first- 
century wheeler-dealer, he did not wait 
for opportunity to knock but fashioned 
it for himself, howbeit with force and 
with fraud, the twin propellants of 
much “successful” enterprise. His ethic 
was straight from the bible of mam- 
monism, where success is the only 
standard and the rightness of anything 
is determined by the fact that it 
succeeds. 
This parable, of course, teaches noth- 
ing like this, unless it is misinterpreted. 


THEY MAKE FRIENDS FOR 


Admittedly it is not an easy parable for 
the casual Bible reader. But Jesus has 
an important point to make on steward- 
ship, and with masterful skill He ex- 
tracts a powerful lesson from what 
seems to be a story of rather low ethical 
tone. 
First-Class Rogue 


The man was a first-class rogue who 
used his position as steward to advance 
his own cause. The image we have of 
him corresponds closely to his modern 
counterpart who operates under the 
slogan “Do unto others before they do 
you.” The man was conscienceless over 
against his wealthy master and _ his 
master’s debtors. The former he had 
cheated by “wasting his goods,” no 
doubt for extravagant living; the latter 
he manipulated to serve his own ends, 

Called to account and facing dis- 
missal, the rascal proceeded with con- 
summate cleverness to secure his future. 
By giving sizable discounts on_ their 
debts, he placed his lord’s debtors under 
obligation to take care of him — and 
that at a further loss to his master. 
Even the suggestion that he reduced the 
figures to what they originally should 
have been does not put him in better 
light; he was still a rogue. 
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The thought of working for a li 
or living on charity crossed his 
but was immediately dismissed as 
ply out of the question or too hum 
ing. And so, before time had run}\if 
he took advantage of his positio # 
win the gratitude of his master’s cl! 
and put them under obligatiom 
himself. 


Perfect Prototype 


So far the picture is plain. Whatif 
man did and got away with is a rev 
ing commentary on the low leve# 
business practices in Jesus’ day. 
things have always gone on, and 
people would be quick to condi 
them as contrary to accepted busi| 
ethics and common decency. | 

But what complicates the pictu 1 
that the “lord” is spoken of as c4 
mending the unjust steward “becauss 
had done wisely: for the children of | 
world are in their generation wiser t 
the children of light.” Even more yp 
zling is the moral Jesus adds: 
I say unto you, Make to yoursel 
friends of the mammon of unrightea 
ness, that, when ye fail [when it fa 
RSV], they may receive you into e 
lasting habitations.” ; 
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Who is the “lord” in the parabl 
The usual interpretation (and really : 
only logical one) is that “lord” r ref( 
to the rich master, as in verse 5, al 
that his comment on the steward’s co 
duct is still part of the parable. 
verse 9 there is a change of sub i4 
when Jesus introduces His own applhiei 
tion to the parable with the word 
“And I say unto you... .” 

Some Bible expositors have object 
to this interpretation on the ground thi 
the rich master would have denounee 
not praised, the rogue who swindleé 
him. That may be so, but Jesus is als 


trait — that of admiring the cleverne! 
of a criminal while deploring the cri 
committed, especially if one is the 4 
tim. In explanation Jesus adds to th 
parable a general observation that “t 
children of this world are in their ge 


This is the point on which the para 
turns, enabling us to understand it ¢0 
rectly. The fact is that “the children 
this world,” the worldly- minded, purst 
their aims more zealously than Chit 
tians do theirs. When it comes to “ste¥ 
ardship,” by their definition, 
worldly-minded know their goal 
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to reach it. They are after their 
advantage; they are after it here 
how; and they demonstrate a dedi- 
n of purpose in getting it which 
/S no barriers or scruples. Of this 
of thinking and dealing the Unjust 
ard is the perfect prototype. 


One Big Difference 


us is not suggesting that Christians 
tupid in their business dealings and 
egularly fleeced by their less con- 
tious neighbors. But He does ex- 
the general truth that in matters 
is world the worldling is decidedly 
yder than his Christian contem- 
y. When it comes to the “mam- 
of unrighteousness” (money, pos- 
ms), obviously the worldly-minded 
O peer. 
t! Now Jesus is ready for His 
sation. We, too, are stewards, 
s stewards. We, too, have things 
ue entrusted to us, including a 
amount of “the mammon of un- 
-ousness.” We, too, must give an 
int; the day will come when we 
be no longer stewards.” But there 
e big difference — the goal. The 
st Steward operated with the goal 
vathering his earthly nest. The 
tian steward, on the other hand, 
es in and hopes for an eternal 
in heaven and constantly strives 
- with this in mind. 
> “mammon of unrighteousness” 
as its day. Whatever value it may 
had will vanish. Neither the Chiis- 
ior the worldling can take it with 
But for the Christian, who is a 
and faithful steward, there ought 
this difference, that the use he has 
of the “mammon of unrighteous- 
during his lifetime will have en- 
d the value of his treasure in 
n, a treasure which neither moth 
ist can corrupt or tarnish. 


No Hint of Selfish Design 


> Christian’s treasure really is 
and His gift of salvation, and 
ve for his Savior ought to be re- 
1 in what he does with his earthly 
res. For the Christian there is not 
ightest hint of selfish plotting or 
in this, as though he could take 
1 on his own. The parable does 
en suggest that a man’s works will 
or save him. And the verses that 
in context, make the lesson very 
“A man serves either God or 
10n; he cannot serve both. He 
vould gain heaven by his deeds 
only mammon and, as it fails, so 
| fail. 

Christian is a steward of God 
h Christ. Through Him he has 
itus as God’s steward, and he 
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knows that on his own he does not have 
clear title to anything in this world. The 
development of the word “steward” in 
English usage tells a story which par- 
allels the believer’s own experience. In 
Old English the word was stiweard, or 
stigweard, and meant “ward,” or 
“keeper,” Of some “part of the house” 
(the lower part of the house, or the sty, 
where animals were kept, according to 
some etymologists) or of the “house.” 

Gradually “steward” broadened in 
meaning to include the care of a man’s 
whole estate and all his accounts. Later 
the same word came to still loftier 
status in the family name of a long line 
of famous English kings, the Stuarts. 
Indeed, a word of infinite reach — sty 
to throne! 

From the sty of sin and condemna- 
tion to the throne of forgiveness and 
glory, servants and stewards of Christ! 
This is the story of all Christian be- 
lievers. No lowly estate theirs, but royal 
priests, co-heirs with Christ! Little 
wonder that the New Testament so 
frequently uses the word “steward” to 
describe our new position with God 
through Christ. 

How do we use our position? The 
Christian is a free man, free through 
faith in Christ from the condemnation 
and domination of sin and Satan. Free 
now, not to live as he pleases, but as 
his Master pleases and as he himself 
ought to be pleased to do. It follows 
that the things he possesses, also the 
“mammon of unrighteousness,” he 
ought to use wisely, in loving service 
for his Lord and Master to whom he is 
devoted. 


Blessed Surprise 


The Christian steward ought not con- 
sciously parade the good he does, but, 
as Christ’s steward, consciously en- 
deavor simply to be faithful to his Lord 
in all that he is and all that he has so 
long as life goes on. The Unjust Steward 
looked neither to right nor to left to 
see what other people were thinking. 
He simply acted with complete dedica- 
tion to his goal. The Christian steward 
is not a performer before men who asks, 
How am I doing? What are people 
thinking? What impression am I mak- 
ing on the Father in heaven? 

Knowing that he belongs to Christ 
and bearing in mind his goal, the Chris- 
tian seeks the Lord’s good and the good 
of all around him. He has “made 
friends” with his share of the “mammon 
of unrighteousness,” has put it to sanc- 
tified use. And, to his own blessed 
surprise someday, he will find that it 
has accrued eternal value and interest. 

“Pretty and showy” works, even 
when done for some “holy” cause, as 
Luther points out, make friends for the 
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giver on earth alone. The genuinely 
good works are those which are done 
“for the sake of needy, living Chris- 
tians,” for all who under God have a 
claim upon a man’s love — the mem- 
bers of his household, the neighbor in 
need, the enemy (here is the real test, 
according to Luther, and “God will be 
paid in no other coin”), and all others 
to whom he can bring bread for this 
life and the bread for eternal life. 

For Christians of his century Luther 
has a caution which is still pertinent for 
Christ’s stewards today: “Beware, there- 
fore, O man! God will not ask you, at 
your death and at the Last Day, how 
much you left in your will, or whether 
you have given so much or so much to 
churches; but He will say to you, ‘I was 
hungry and ye fed Me not; I was naked 
and ye clothed Me not.’ Let these 
words go to your heart, dear man! 
Everything will depend on whether you 
have given to your neighbor and done 
him good. Beware of show and glitter 
and color that draw you away from 
this!” 

Eternal Value 

The cup of water, the food and cloth- 
ing given in the name of Christ to the 
person in need, the visit and comfort- 
ing word for the sick and distressed, the 
routine provision which a Christian 
makes for those around him, all the 
deeds of love that he can do, these all 
are investments in the estate of God in 
heaven. They actually make friends for 
us, as Jesus says in the parable, who 
shall one day receive and welcome us 
into everlasting habitations. They will 
be cited before all mankind by the 
Savior’s lips when He receives us. Dare 
we doubt it? Remember, the Lord also 
said — and His memory of deeds of 
love is long — “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 

Nothing has eternal value but that 
which is done for Christ and our fellow 
men, all of whom He loved so dearly 
that for them He gave His life. The 
Christian steward has so much work to 
do! In a world given wholeheartedly 
to another kind of stewardship, he 
needs to be wise and to remember: 

We lose what on ourselves we spend; 

We have as treasure without end 

Whatever, Lord, to Thee we lend, 

Who givest all. 


And because the opposition is strong, 
the Christian steward needs this prayer 
in his heart and on his lips: 

Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught, 

To feel for those Thy blood hath 

bought, 

That every word and deed and 

thought 

May work a work for Thee. 


“Is it really true that in your 
country the white people refuse 
to sit next to Negroes or even 
drink out of the same water 
fountains?” 


THERE WAS MINGLED INCREDULITY 
and reproach in the Japanese student’s 
voice as he addressed this question to 
me during a class session in our Tokyo 
Lutheran seminary. 

Sadly I was forced to admit that to 
some extent this impression was true. 
But, I hastened to assure him, a great 
many Americans do not harbor such 
prejudice, and real efforts are under 
way to eliminate discrimination and to 
remove the causes of interracial tension 
in our country. 

To be realistic, however, we must 
face the fact that grave and deep-rooted 
problems in the area of human rela- 
tions still beset us. We must acknowl- 
edge the further fact that this situation 
is inherently inconsistent with our pro- 
fessed democratic ideals of equality, 
freedom, and justice. We must realize, 
moreover, the church’s inescapable in- 
volvement in the cause of human rela- 
tions and, specifically, in the current 
issues which confront our nation — and, 
indeed, all mankind. 

It is therefore appropriate that, as 
concerned Christians and as responsible 
citizens, we should analyze certain basic 
problems in human relations. It may 
be instructive to undertake such an 
analysis by posing three alternatives. 


I. Prejudice or Acceptance? 


The voice of prejudice — strident 
and insistent — is heard throughout 
the land. What is it saying? It is say- 
ing, for one thing, that one race is 
better than the others. 

It is incongruous, indeed, to hear this 
claim voiced by those whose own na- 
tion, less than two decades ago, fought 
to the point of unconditional surrender 
against the Nazi theory of the “master 
race.” Science has long since disproved 
the whole myth of racial superiority. 

Literary, musical, scientific, or artis- 
tic creativity have no relation to the 
slant of the eyes, the shape of the nose, 


8 


ONS 


or the texture of the hair. Statesman 
Ralph Bunche, scientist George Wash- 
ington Carver, theologian Nathan Scott, 
singer Marian Anderson — all these 
and countless other nonwhite Amer- 
icans offer a living refutation to the 
concept of the “master race.” 

There is a more serious indictment, 
however, of the fallacy of racial supe- 
riority. This is basically an expression 
of pride —and pride is the root sin, 
the source of all spiritual error, the sin 
against the First Commandment. 

Pride is a species of idolatry. Pride 
seeks its Own, covets its own — its own 
gain, its own security, its own power. 
And St. Paul describes the covetous 
man as “an idolater” and declares that 
he “shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God.” 

The basic problem in human rela- 
tions stems from the sin of pride — the 
pride that exalts the fetish of racial 
Superiority; the pride that —in direct 
contradiction to the spirit of Christian 
love — seeks to secure and preserve its 
Own advantage. 

The discordant voice that we hear 
in the land is saying something more. 
It is saying that prejudice cannot be 
outlawed. And so men take refuge in 
this apparently plausible argument, as 
they aver that no amount of legislation 
can ever convert men’s hearts or change 
men’s attitudes. 

It is quite true that prejudice cannot 
be eliminated by the passing of laws 
and that the human heart cannot be 
reformed by legislation. But this much 
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is certainly true: We can outlay 
crimination. We can at least re 
and restrict that type of conduct 
is the outward expression of prej. 
Thus we can create a set of 4 
tions in which prejudice will fin 
Toots, and will in the course off 
wither and die. In this Way oOurt 
ernment — through its executive, 
lative, and judicial agencies — hass 
seeking to insure a pattern of ; 
justice and equality of opport 
which truly reflect the spirit of 
ican democracy and the Christian « 
The end result, we may hope,, 
be that racial prejudice will give | 
to acceptance — acceptance of all 
on their own merits, without regal 
color, race, or rank; acceptance oi 
basic principle of individual dignity 


Il. Conformity or Witness? 


The church, we are often told, shi 
conform to the existing social pat 
in its respective community or reg 
When the church concerns itself 
problems in the area of human relat 
and bears witness against social ills, 
cry of “social gospel!” is often rai 

Now, while we decry and avoid 
“social gospel,” we must be aware 
the social implications of the true 
saving Gospel. The church can br 
no obstacles to the furtherance of 
Gospel and to the winning of men 
Christ. Racial discrimination and p 
udice is such an obstacle. When 
forms part of the social pattern, 
church dare not simply assent and ¢ 
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to such a pattern. It must witness 
st it and rise above it. Only thus 
he church be true to itself and 
Lord. 
= church dare not conform to a 
pattern which is loveless, selfish, 
The church dare not assume 
protective coloration” of the sec- 
Ommunity. The church dare not 
de religious sanctions for the pre- 
g customs of racial discrimination 
lass distinction. 
= church cannot be identified with 
ocial order, political ideology, or 
mic system. We need to echo the 
‘Let the church be the church!” 
hurch must indeed be the church 
thing more and nothing less — in 
orld, but not of it. 
> church must prove itself to be 
nurch — Christ’s church — by its 
existence, by its witness, and, if 
be, by its suffering. One of the 
st needs of the church today — 
stors and people alike — is an 
measure of courage. Courage to 
>, to resist, to testify against the 
ss attitudes, the repressive cus- 
the social snobbery, the economic 
nination of the secular society 
s culture. 
1 so —even though godless men 
yersecute it, and though some of 
n misguided children may desert 
ne church must bear its clear and 
reous witness. Far from simply 
ming to the social order, the 
1 must transcend and ennoble the 
order. 
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Ill. Sociology or Theology? 


We sometimes hear the opinion that 
problems in human relations — partic- 
ularly in race relations — are actually 
not a concern of the church at all. 
They belong in the area of sociology, 
we are told, and not of theology. 

The fact that these issues have ob- 
vious sociological implications cannot 
be denied. But every problem in hu- 
man relations is basically theological. 
For every such problem must inevitably 
be related to the Second Table of God’s 
Law: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” The race question, therefore, 
must be studied anew from the stand- 
point of theology. For Christian doc- 
trine speaks directly to the racial issue. 

For one thing, the doctrine of man 
is involved. Scripture asks: “Have we 
not all one Father? Hath not one God 
created us?” And again it declares: 
“God hath made of one blood all the 
nations of men.” In Christian anthro- 
pology there is no difference: All men 
are equal in their guilt; all are equally 
the objects of God’s grace. And from 
the standpoint of both universal sin and 
universal grace, there is no occasion for 
pride — regardless of social status, 
racial grouping, or ethnic origin. 

Thus, the doctrine of the atonement 
is also involved. Just as “there is no 
difference, for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God,” so the prom- 
ise of divine grace is that God “will 
have all men to be saved and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” God’s 
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plan of salvation knows no distinction 
of class or caste. The divine principles 
that apply vertically must also be made 
to apply horizontally. 

This leads, then, to the third doctrine 
which is involved, namely, the doctrine 
of the church. The church is not merely 
a social organization, a cultural institu- 
tion. The church is the communion of 
saints. And in that spiritual company 
there are no minority groups and no 
special interests. 

The church is not composed of self- 
centered individualists. In the church 
all are members of the body of Christ, 
needing one another, working with one 
another, worshiping with one another, 
showing compassion to one another. 
And the life that we draw from Christ, 
the church’s Head, we must share with, 
and communicate to, our fellow mem- 
bers in this spiritual body — ail of 
them. 

Thus the basic problem in human 
relations is theological. To this prob- 
lem we must apply the searching anal- 
ysis of God’s Law. And to it we must 
bring the sacrificial concern of the 
Gospel. 

And over all there looms the cross — 
the cross of Him who said, “And I, if 
I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto Me.” At His cross we 
lay the burden of our guilt. And from 
that cross we draw the power of His 
love. 

That love alone will provide the sure 
and ultimate solution to every problem 
in human relations, 


HELP FROM TH 


When You're Troubled with Discouragement 


When you are discouraged and your 
faith is weak, you need help. At all 
times “our help is in the name of the 
Lord” (Psalm 124:8). God mercifully 
offers us help in His Word. “For what- 
soever things were written aforetime,” 
says St.Paul, “were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope.” (Romans 15:4) 


God Tests Your Faith 


God tries His children in the crucible 
of affliction. “Many are the afflictions 
of the righteous” (Psalm 34:19). Faith- 
ful Job lost his property and health. 
The prophet Elijah grieved over Israel’s 
impenitence and suffered persecution. 
John the Baptist was put in prison and 
killed. St. Paul, saddened by his many 
imperfections, cried: “Oh, wretched 
man that I am!” (Romans 7:24). 
God’s children are “troubled on every 
side.” (2 Corinthians 4:8) 


Danger Threatens 

Afflictions are painful. They cause 
wounds and bleeding hearts: “No chas- 
tening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous but grievous” (Hebrews 12:11). 
Our sinful flesh is unwilling to suffer 
fiery trials. Reason is offended and 
asks, “Why does this happen to me?” 
Satan urges us to yield to wicked 
thoughts that God has forsaken us. 

Jesus warns that there are some who 
hear the Word and for a while believe, 
but in time of temptation they fall 
away (Luke 8:13). Because they neg- 
lect the Word in their distress, their 
courage weakens. They begin to dis- 
trust their heavenly Father and become 
helpless in their despair. 


God Is for You 

However, there is help for you when 
you are discouraged — help from the 
Word. The divine Word directs you 
to look to Jesus, “who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross” 
(Hebrews 12:2). Jesus died for us 
while we were yet sinners (Romans 
5:8). “The blood of Jesus Christ, His 
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Son, cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 
1:7). Sin, the cause of all grief and 
sadness, the sting of death, is taken 
away by the Lamb of God. 

In all afflictions we have the assur- 
ance that God has forgiven all our sins 
for Jesus’ sake. We are at peace with 
God. And “if God be for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31). Now 
nothing can “separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord” (Romans 8:39). Your afflictions 
are a token of God’s love for you. 
“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth 
and scourgeth every son whom He re- 
ceiveth.” (Hebrews 12:6) 


Benefit of God’s Chastening 


God’s chastenings are blessings in 
disguise. Though for the present no 
chastening seems joyous but grievous, 
“nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby,” ac- 
cording to the Lord’s comforting assur- 
ance in Hebrews 12:11. 

God is eager to save us from damna- 
tion; therefore “we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 14:22). “When we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we should not be condemned with 
the world.” (1 Corinthians 11:32) 

For the strengthening of your faith 
“ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations, that the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and 
honor and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ... (ly Peter 1:6, 7) 

God trains His children to remain 
humble and to obey His Word when 
He chastens them. St. Paul was given 
a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of 
Satan to buffet him, lest he should be 
exalted above measure. (2 Corinthians 
12577) 

“Before I was afflicted, I went astray,” 
the psalmist confesses, “but now have 
I kept Thy Word.” (Psalm 119:67) 

St. James writes: “My brethren, 
count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
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By Carl C. Janzow 


temptations; knowing this, that the 
ing of your faith worketh patsy 
(larmesnli2 5) 

“We glory in tribulations also,” 
Paul exclaims, “knowing that trii 
tion worketh patience, and pati 
experience, and experience hope,, 
hope maketh not ashamed.” (Row 
5:3-5) 

God’s chastenings enable a Chrii 
to sympathize with other cross- -be: 
and to comfort them with the Vv 
which comforted him. As the ¢ 
cloud of witnesses who remained ff 
ful unto death amid fiery trials, accd 
ing to the Sacred Record, are pattt 
for us, so the comforted Christian | 
be a pattern for others. (2 Corinth 
1:4; Hebrews 12:1) 


Badge of Honor 

Through chastening our 
Father bestows upon His children | 
great honor of being conformed top 
image of His beloved Son, who 


“stricken, smitten of God, and afflic 
(Isaiah 53:4); who from His cross: ¢ 
“My God, My God, why hast Ti 
forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46) 
“Beloved, think it not strange 
cerning the fiery trial which is to 
you, as though some strange thing 
pened unto you, but rejoice, inasmi 
as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufi 
ings, that, when His glory shall 
revealed, ye may be glad also 
exceeding joy.” (1 Peter 4:12, 13) 
_ When you are troubled with disco 
agement, read Romans 8, and take 
heart Paul’s bracing — conclusi 
“I reckon that the sufferings of f 
present time are not worthy to be ¢0 
pared with ae glory which sha 
revealed in us.” (Romans 8:18) 
After your heavenly Father hall 
vived your faith and restored your col 
age, offer Him this doxology: “N 
unto Him that is able to do exceedi 
abundantly above all that we ask 
think, according to the power that 
eth in us, unto Him be glory int 
church throughout all ages, world w 
out end. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20, | 
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hea the vacation Bible school of a small church 


in the heart of St. Louis came to a close, final 


enrollment figures had reached 1,112. 
While the number itself is remarkable, 
even more remarkable are some of the conditions 


under which the project operated. 


Transfiguration Church, sponsor of the VBS, 
just recently passed the 200-communicant mark in 


membership. Its tiny chapel seats only 120 
worshipers. The 57-year-old congregation still 


4 depends on the Western District for 
i financial support and is served by only one 
pastor, Rev. Hugo E. Hartmann. A few blocks away 
from the church, St. Louis public school 
officials and recreation leaders were 


simultaneously operating summer education 
classes and a recreation program. 


Despite these handicaps the two-week 
VBS was a huge success. 
Here, in a few words and pictures, 


is the story of that success, 
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This lone and lonely young- 
ster wasn’t overlooked in the 
crowd. She got the kind of 
help she needed: 

Christian affection. 


Lutheran high school students 
joined the teaching force. They 
paid their own fare, too, as 
they rode a bus from Lutheran 
High School South, about 

13 miles away. 


he setting of this success story is 
significant. Transfiguration Congregation has 
the distinction of launching Lutheranism 
among the Negroes of St. Louis. There 
has been little else in its history to 
distinguish the congregation. The small 
group moved from site to site, using 
sister churches, store fronts, and a residence 
both as school and church until 1946, 
when the present chapel was erected. 


Then the Federal Government began to 
put up numerous high-rise public housing 
projects in the neighborhood. The 

face of St. Louis and the spirit of 
St. Louis were beginning to change. 
Authorities agreed to let the church stand 
while blocks of substandard buildings 
went down. 


Soon the tiny chapel was in different 
surroundings, dwarfed by huge apartment 
buildings. Suddenly, too, the congregation 
had a new challenge: 20,000 people 
living within several blocks of the church site. 


Pastor Hartmann and his assistants 
kept busy simply trying to provide 
teaching materials and supplies to keep 
teachers and pupils busy. 


ever underestimate the power of the 
Gospel” is the big lesson which Trans- 
figuration’s VBS teaches, according to 
Mission Director Paul Spitz of the 
Western District. He credits the suc- 
cess primarily to Pastor Hartmann’s 
“straightforward approach” and says it 
was the impact of Gospel preaching 
that won new people daily. Starting 
with SOO the first day, enrollment 
climbed as much as 199 on later days. 


The power of the Gospel in people’s 
lives is nothing new to Pastor Hart- 
mann, a 1929 graduate of the St. Louis 
seminary, whose ministry began on the 
Isle of Pines, Cuba, and took him to 
parishes in Florida and Louisiana. “The 
Gospel is the only hope” he says, as he 
talks about the thousands of people liv- 
ing in the neighborhood, people almost 
overwhelmed by their economic, spir- 
itual, and social problems. 


Enthusiastically the 53-year-old pas- 
tor tells of the joy he has in watching 
the Gospel “take effect” and produce 
“changes in the people.” As evidence 
he cites the behavior of the children 
during Bible school lessons and at other 
times as well. Last year, with some 300 
enrolled in VBS, Pastor Hartmann was 
able to win over 100 children for Holy 
Baptism. Parents of these children are 
still joining adult membership classes, 
and 75 to 100 calls to his office each 
month show that people have found a 
_source of help in Pastor Hartmann and 


God’s Word. 


The problem now is to provide ade- 
quate follow-up on all the leads pro- 
duced by the VBS, Pastor Hartmann 
and local mission leaders stress. And 
yet they aren’t at all depressed by the 
size or implications of the job. 


“We have to learn,” says Pastor Spitz, 
“that not all of our programing has to 
be long-range.” In other words, so long 
as the Gospel is preached and children 
are baptized and pastoral counsel is 
given, a great deal has already been ac- 
complished by the Holy Spirit. And 
new opportunities, Pastor Hartmann 
predicts, will develop from this VBS for 


years to come. 


Whatever else it may have been 
as a missionary agency, Transfigura- 
tion’s VBS was also a teaching 
agency. Pupils spent their time in 
serious study with their Bibles and 
VBS materials. 


A young teacher 
provided the neces- 
sary helping hand 
during the handi- 
craft period. 


Anxious children waited for 
the gates to open every morn- 
ing. Promptly at 9:30 A.M. 
the gates were closed. Late- 
comers were invited to come 
back the following day — 

on time. 


gare 


About 200 children won per- 
fect attendance awards at the 
closing service. Attendance 
remained high steadily through- 
out the two-week period. 
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bviously no one can operate 
week VBS for more than 1,1 
dren without co-operation from 
people. Next to the blessing of 
it was this co-operation that i 
the success of Transfiguration’? 
school. | 


More than 100 volunteer te 
came from sister churches. Som; 
their vacation time to help. Ona 
nessman arranged his affairs in 
that permitted him to help every ' 
ing, and when it was all over, h 
Pastor Hartmann: “I’ve never | 
better time.” Even when rain dre 
the grounds and storms tore on 
and finally destroyed it completel 
volunteers continued to teach. 


Convinced that the project wa 
mendously worthwhile, the We 
District Mission Board agreed to | 
$2,500 on the venture. Contribw 
also came from other groups a 
dividuals. Members of Transfif 
tion Church joined the teaching 
and the young people’s society » 
unanimously at the close of the 


to help the pastor make folloi 
calls. 


Arthur W. Gross, who edits: 
Missouri Synod’s VBS materials _ 
by Transfiguration Church, callec 
project “a heroic effort,” which) 
“proved that where there’s a 
there’s a way.” 


It’s this sort of co-operation 
enables Transfiguration Church 
make a daily impact on the comr 
nity. Two Lutheran community « 
ters, sponsored by a voluntary gr 
known as the Lutheran Busit 
Women, are open almost consta: 
under the supervision of Miss A) 
Beck and her staff. The Ladies’ 
for Neighborhood Missions has c 
tributed thousands of dollars for bu! 
ing purposes. 


This sort of co-operation will lik 
continue. Plans are already be 
made to expand the limited facilit 
and staff. If God could bless the fa 
and faithfulness at Transfigurati 
Church with 1,112 in VBS in 19 
who can tell what He can do there 
or anywhere — in 1961? 


The closing service on July 1 
brought 850 guests inside the en 
closure. Attracted by the sound 
and sight of the spectacle, hun- 
dreds more lined the fences ant 
watched from open windows be- 
fore the ceremonies were over, 
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? Are the bread and wine in 
Holy Communion properly 
called an offering to God? 


oly Communion, like Holy Baptism, 
ot an act of man for God, but an 
of God for man. When a person 
munes or is baptized, he is not 
ging an offering to God; on the con- 
7, in the sacraments God graciously 
8, COnveys, and seals to him the 
iveness which Christ has merited. 
is therefore improper to speak of 
ise of bread and wine as an offering 
acrifice to God. It is not we who 
ringing an offering to Him, but He 
fering to us, together with the con- 
ited bread and wine, the true body 
blood of Christ and the fruit of 
offering completed on Calvary’s 
3. The only offering on our part is 
in the celebration of the Holy 
er, we dedicate anew to our gra- 
; heavenly Father our hearts, our 
our gratitude, our service. 
1e bread and wine are not offered 
acrificed to Him but only conse- 
d and then eaten and drunk by the 
municants. To refer to the bread 
Wine as “an offering’ would be 
ting the language used by Roman 
olics to describe their Mass, “an 
oody sacrifice for the sins of the 
x and the dead,” a teaching incom- 
le with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
n 19:30; Heb. 9:14, 28) 


) How does a person steal 
from God? 


e prophet Malachi has a good an- 
to this question (ch. 3:8, 9). When 
elivered the Lord’s stern message 
sing the people of Jerusalem of 
ing God by their shameful disre- 
‘of His ordinances and the people 
ed to know ‘Wherein have we 
>d Thee?” the answer came back: 
ithes and offerings.” These people 
shortchanging God by withholding 
Him that which was rightly His — 
irst fruits of their increase (Prov. 
which was the tenth of their in- 
. and other offerings. 
the New Testament giving the tithe 
longer in effect as a law. But wise 
‘aithful stewardship of time, talent, 
reasure is the solemn obligation of 
child of God. For a Christian to 
{ practically all of his income for 
h ends and to refuse to support the 
’s work and practice charity (1 
9:14; Gal. 6:6, 7; Matt. 25:40)" is 
Jentical sin for which the Lord so 
ly rebuked the people in Malachi’s 
By God’s description this grave 
ce of money is robbing God. 
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Is it a Christian’s duty to ad- 
monish his erring brother per- 
sonally (Matt. 18:15), even 
though his sins are com- 
mitted in public? 


Bear in mind that brotherly admoni- 
tion, including church discipline, is a 
service of love, designed by the Lord 
to convert an erring brother from the 
error of his way and to save a soul from 
death (James 5:19, 20). It is therefore 
always in place that the brother who 
sins publicly be dealt with also privately 
in order to restore him to a state of 
grace. A single rebuke at the time of 
the public offense may not achieve this 
God-intended result. 

On the other hand, one who sins 
flagrantly in the presence of other Chris- 
tians should also be reproved then and 
there, before the very people who wit- 


What is the difference be- 
tween cursing and swearing? 
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A curse is basically a prayer to God 
asking Him to inflict harm or injury 
upon oneself or another. Cursing may 
be motivated by disappointment or frus- 
tration, as well as by anger or hatred. 
Often cursing is an evil habit touched 
off by an emotional strain and is not 
meant too seriously. But this does not 
detract from its sinfulness, especially 
when God’s name is involved, What 
a horrible thing for a Christian to thank 
God for his salvation in one breath and 
in the next call His damnation on him- 
self or others! What if God promptly 
answered such prayers! 

To swear means to call upon God as 
a witness to the truth of one’s state- 
ments or to one’s sincere intention to 
carry out one’s promises. In swear- 
ing a man calls God for a record upon 
his soul; in effect, he takes a “mort- 
gage” on his soul, declaring his willing- 
ness to forfeit his soul’s salvation if he 
lies or fails to carry out his intentions. 

Swearing, or taking an oath, is some- 
times permissible, as when God’s honor 
or the welfare of men demands it. Jesus 


(415) 


nessed the evil deed (1 Tim. 5:20). This 
public reproof should be administered 
for the sake of those who were present. 
No doubt should be permitted to linger 
in their minds concerning the sinfulness 
of the act they have witnessed. On the 
contrary, they are to have a wholesome 
fear of committing that or any other 
sin. Unchallenged, the evil may easily 
spread and lead to spiritual indifference. 
(Galeeo Slime 27. 18) 

The apostle Paul openly rebuked his 
co-apostle Peter, who had become guilty 
of hypocrisy and denial at Antioch 
(Gal. 2:11-21). Jesus also rebuked 
Simon Peter when he became “an of- 
fense” (Matt. 16:21-23). Private ad- 
monition may be sufficient to bring an 
erring brother to his senses, but failure 
to correct a public offense at once might 
allow the evil deed to become a 
stumbling block to the weak. 
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gave an oath (Matt. 26:63, 64); so did 
the apostle Paul (2 Cor. 1:23). Oaths 
and affidavits demanded by law are not 
wrong, since civil government is or- 
dained by God (Rom. 13:1). Even in 
private life, Christians may ask or give 
oaths if the matter is of unusual serious- 
ness, as when Abraham asked his serv- 
ant to swear to him (Gen. 24:3). When- 
ever such oaths are given, they must 
be sworn by the true God. (Deut. 6:13) 

But the general rule for Christians is 
“swear not at all” (Matt. 5:34). 
A simple yes or no should be enough. 
Definitely sinful are oaths to support 
a lie; oaths one does not intend to keep; 
oaths in the name of a false god; oaths 
in matters on which one lacks informa- 
tion and cannot be certain of keeping; 
and oaths whose fulfillment would in- 
volve wrongdoing. Included in the last 
two categories are the oaths demanded 
by secret societies. 

To give an oath is a most serious 
matter and should not be done except 
in very extraordinary cases. If people 
are not satisfied with our word or prom- 
ise, they should be informed about the 
seriousness of giving an oath. 

O. E. SOHN 
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Baptist Layman’s Remark 
Leads Youth from Cuba 
Into Lutheran Ministry 


“Tm here. I want to thank you for 
all you have done for me. I am looking 
forward to meeting you.” 

For a moment this message on a card, 
postmarked Austin, Tex., puzzled Rey. 
Andrew Simcak, Jr., pastor of St. Mat- 
thew’s Lutheran Church, San Antonio. 
The card was signed: Philip K. Heimer. 

Philip’s signature flashed a chain of 
events through the pastor’s mind. 

Months before, during a procession 
to the cemetery, funeral director Roy 
Akers had remarked to him: “When 
I was at Guantanamo last month, I met 
a boy who wants to be a Lutheran min- 
ister but doesn’t know how.” 

The undertaker, a Baptist layman, 
had been doing some evangelistic work 
at the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo. 
There he had met and talked with young 
Heimer at a Protestant youth fellow- 
ship. 

After the funeral Pastor Simcak ad- 
dressed a note to Philip and wrote a let- 
ter on his behalf to Dr. Roland Wie- 
deraenders, then President of the Texas 
District. Philip’s request for help to 
become a Lutheran pastor was success- 
ively channeled from Dr. Wiederaenders 
to his successor, President Albert Jesse, 
to Rev. Robert Gussick, Synod’s Resi- 

dent Mission Counselor for the Carib- 
bean area, to Rev. Eugene Gruell, pas- 
tor at Havana, and culminated in Phi- 
lip’s arrival at the Austin Concordia to 
begin pretheological training. 

Meeting Philip for the first time at 
the Texas District convention in Austin 
this spring — the meeting mentioned on 
his post card — Pastor Simcak was able 
to fill in the rest of the story: Phil, son 

of a Cuban mother and a Swedish 
father, was born under the American 
flag, giving him a rare chance to choose 
his own citizenship when he turns Dilie 

A “regular” at the Guantanamo base 
chapel Sunday school, he soon advanced 
to the position of Sunday school teacher 
and youth fellowship leader, 
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“We didn’t have the denominational 
divisions you have in the States,” Philip 
explained. “Our base chaplains changed 
every two years. It wasn’t until I was 
thirteen that a Lutheran chaplain came. 
Then IJ was baptized and confirmed.” 

The message relayed by a San An- 
tonio funeral director and the “I’m 
here” post card soon followed. 

“T believe God has called me,” is the 
young Cuban’s conviction. His story, 
strongly reminiscent of Jesus’ “the wind 
bloweth where it listeth” description of 
the Spirit’s activity, promises fulfillment 
of his earnest desire to “go back to the 
land where I was born to tell Cubans of 
the love of Jesus.” 


Pastor Simcak and Philip 


Expresses Thanks for 
Aid to Chileans 


“We want to thank the many people 
in our congregations who responded so 
warmly to our special appeal to help 
the earthquake and tidal-wave victims 
in Chile,” says Rev. Werner Kuntz, 
Director of Synod’s Board of World 
Relief. 

From June 1 to July 13 his office 
received $39,541 for relief in Chile, 
he reports, and “many congregations 
gathered much clothing.” 

Director Kuntz notes that letters cies 
hind these gifts” reveal a humility mak- 
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SEVEN BROTHERS TAKE PART IN DEDICATION 


Seven brothers (I. to r.: Revs. Paul, Edmund, Oscar, Her 
Arthur, Joel, and Walter Schedler) recently took part in 
icatory services of Trinity Church, Athens, Wis. H 
Mo., and Edmund, Augusta, Wis., officiated at a valedii 
service; Herman, Athens, performed the dedication rite fo 
congregation; Oscar, Louisville, Ky., preached at a second 
ing service; Paul, Pekin, Ill., served as preacher at the after? 
service; Arthur, Berlin, Wis., delivered the sermon at the ev 
service of reconsecration; Walter, Bear Creek, Wis., spo 
a midweek service stressing Christian education. 


Joel, S 


ing the donors “grateful for the 
deserved goodness of God in not all 
ing a similar disaster to devastate 
country.” 

During May and June Luthe 
World Relief shipped to Chile 287, | 
pounds of clothing and _ bedd 
292,449 pounds of food, and an ina 
cash grant of $6,500. 

The catastrophe was “of gigantic 
portions,” according to Pastor Kum 
“Forty-four per cent of the people 
Chile are without roof. Since th 
Typhoon ‘Mary’ has 


“Our church’s ministry of mercy / 
World Relief reaches into many pai 
of the needy world, including Chile 
Hong Kong, and we are grateful { 
the contributions of our people w 
make this work of love possible.” 


VBS Enrolls More 
Adults than Children 


Church, Brussels, IIl., planned the fir 
vacation school in its 99-year histo 
it decided to break with “tradition” i 
two directions; first, it would hold se 
sions in the evening from 7:30 to 
second, it would feature classes — with 
a strong emphasis on the Bible — fo 
adults. 

Did it work? 

The 340-member congregation, nes 
tled in the orchard-studded hills be 
tween the Mississippi and __ Illinoi 
Rivers, registered some 200 for i 
two-week school. Adults outnumbere 


Course topics for adults were “Psalms 
for the Family” and “Family Problems 
and Solutions.” Children used the Con- 
cordia VBS lessons on prayer. 

Pastor of St. Matthew’s is Duane A 
Brunette, a 1959 St. Louis seminary 
graduate. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Hoffmann addressed 8,000 persons at the Lutheran Hour rally which opened 


{3d international convention of the LLL last month in Minneapolis. 


Theme 


ie four-day meeting was: “Worship God and Rejoice in Christ Jesus.” 


lame of Faith Burns 
ehind Iron Curtain, 
r. Hoffmann Says 


‘he flame of Christian faith burns 
itly behind the Iron Curtain in 
ype in spite of all kinds of social, 
ical, and economic pressures,” Dr. 
ald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour 
ker, told an audience of more than 
) persons in Minneapolis last 
th. 
r. Hoffmann, who had just returned 
Europe, addressed the Lutheran 
r rally in the Minneapolis Muni- 
Auditorium to open the 43d in- 
‘tional convention of the Lutheran 
nen’s League. The 119,000-mem- 
uxiliary of Synod met at the Leam- 
n Hotel, July 10—13. 
r. Hoffmann cited numerous ex- 
les to show that Christianity is 
behind the Iron Curtain. He said 
yas permitted to sit in on private 
ings given to refugees arriving in 
- Berlin from the East. 
tis an ironic fact,’ he observed, 
+ 60 per cent of these refugees are 
ers and workers in factories seek- 
refuge from the ‘farmer-worker 
> as it is proudly hailed by the 
munist party functionaries, who 
ts chief beneficiaries.” 
sing his remarks on Hebrews 11, 
Hoffmann said “We are surrounded 
Il sides today by martyrs — wit- 
s to the faith in Christ — whose 
ism is making history in innumer- 
small corners throughout the 
° oe 
1e Lutheran Hour speaker called 
Vestern Christians to put their own 
into action “to combat our own 
d of materialism, juvenile crime, 
ssive use of alcoholic liquor, public 
iption, and private immorality.” 
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Dr. Hoffmann said, “It must be the 
business of the church in these days to 
point people to Christ as the solution 
to their ills.” 

Harry G. Barr, Fort Smith, Ark., 
was elected president of the league for 
a two-year term, succeeding Adolph W. 
Herrmann of New Orleans. Harold C. 
W. Bohlmann, St. Louis accountant, 
was re-elected financial secretary. 

Elected to the Board of Governors 
for two-year terms were: Theodore H. 
Harre, Lakeland, Fla.; John H. Bleke, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.; Frederick R. Polzin, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; Otto A. Dietrich, 
River Forest, Ill.; Oscar E. McMannis, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.; Robert W. 
Hirsch, Tripp, S. Dak.; and Albert J. 
Kuehl, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Prof. George W. Hoyer of the Saint 
Louis seminary developed the conven- 
tion theme, “Worship God and Rejoice 
in Christ Jesus,” in a series of devotions 
on four words: Catch, Give, Share, and 
Live. 

Approximately 1,000 persons at- 
tended the closing banquet, at which 
Dr. Richard R. Caemmerer talked on 
preparation for worship on the basis of 
the convention theme. 

Awards of merit were presented to 
Walter N. Mees, Zanesville, Ohio; John 
W. Boehne (in absentia), Washington, 


THE WINNER: WITTENBERG 


Floral replica of the Castle Church at 
Wittenberg, with Martin Luther ‘doll’ nail- 
ing the 95 Theses to the door, was the 
sweepstakes winner in the Portland (Oreg-) 
Junior Rose Festival parade. Designed by 
Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Koch as the first parade 
entry of Martin Luther School, the float was 
seen by an estimated 10,000. Wittenberg 
was chosen in keeping with the festival 
theme: ‘‘Famous Cities of the World.” 
Mrs. Koch and Max R. Mehlhaff, principal 
of the school, hold the ‘‘winner”’ sign. 
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D. C.; and Henry Buck (posthumously), 
Kansas City, Kans. 

Convention speakers included Drs. 
John W. Behnken, O. P. Kretzmann, 
and George W. Wittmer. 

Major resolutions adopted by the 
convention included one combating 
“immorality, violence, and bad taste in 
pictures, programs, and publications.” 
Another resolution urged league mem- 
bers to fulfill their double obligation as 
a Christian and as a citizen and to exer- 
cise their voting franchise “carefully 
and prayerfully.” 


Study Discloses Why 
Men Choose Ministry 


One of the strongest factors in a 
student’s choice of the ministry as his 
vocation is “the image of the ministry” 
he receives from his home, church, and 
background, according to a motivation 
study conducted at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Tex. 

Though the “call of God,” or “inner 
persuasion,” played a dominant part in 
the tives of all those who had decided 
to enter the ministry, the study made 
by SMU’s Perkins School of Theology 
showed that these factors are condi- 
tioned by the environment of home and 
church.” 

Other major factors in such decisions 
included the influence of a pastor (81 
per cent), youth organization participa- 
tion (52 per cent), church school at- 
tendance (44 per cent), and church 
worship attendance (43 per cent). 

Among the types of persons who 
commonly decide to enter the ministry 
the survey also found: young men who 
suffered a college failure but recovered; 
some who served in short-term mission 
jobs and found they liked such respon- 
sibilities; and older, urban dwellers who 
have tried other vocations without find- 
ing satisfaction. 

Findings of the study, a spokesman 
of the school said, “may help explain 
the long-known but puzzling fact that 
some congregations produce large num- 
bers of ministerial candidates while 
others yield few or none.” 
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Tokyo Christians Voice 
Regret for Violence 


Recent demonstrations in Japan were 
“not primarily directed against Amer- 
ica,’ fourteen prominent Christian 
churchmen and professors in Tokyo 
write in an open letter received by the 
National Council of Christian Churches’ 
division of foreign missions from its 
Far Eastern office. 

According to the signers, the picture 
of anti-Americanism created by ex- 
tremists from such incidents as_ the 
attack on White House press secretary 
James Hagerty’s car and scenes of 
violence at the Diet building “falsifies 
the real nature of these demonstrations.” 

“Many complex psychological fac- 
tors” lie behind the popular protests, 
the letter explains. Among the causes 
cited are fear of nuclear destruction in- 
duced by the threat of rearmament and 
resurgent militarism, disappointment 
over the failure of the Summit Con- 
ference, distrust aroused by the U-2 
incident, a resulting increase in interna- 
tional tension, and dissatisfaction with 
certain bureaucratic and police-state at- 
titudes of the Kishi government. 

Prime Minister Kishi’s “insolent re- 
fusal to answer opposition questions” 
on the new security pact with the U.S. 
and his “indifference to popular feeling 
and bureaucratic arrogance” in maneu- 
vering the treaty bill through the Diet, 
according to the Tokyo correspondents, 
became the “turning point” for a pop- 
ular demand, accompanied by threats 
of violence, for resignation of the Kishi 
cabinet. 

“Most Japanese and all Christians 
deplore this trend,” the letter empha- 
sizes. “In the spirit of editorials in 
many Japanese newspapers, we Chris- 
tians deeply regret the violence directed 
against Mr. Hagerty by a small crowd 
of leftists. Also, we believe that the 


vast majority of the Japanese people 


regret deeply that the coming of Pres- 
ident Eisenhower to Japan was pre- 
vented by these incidents, which were 
totally unexpected.” 

The Tokyo college and church Jead- 
ers agreed that Christian students re- 
ported as having participated in the 
demonstrations “are not Communists, 
nor are they under Communist leader- 
ship. . . . The common bond uniting 
them with other demonstrators was op- 
position to war and rearmament and to 
what they considered the undemocratic 
behavior of the government.” 


Jewish Groups Protest 
“Christian Nation” 


Two Minnesota Jewish organizations 
have protested reference to America 
as “a Christian nation” by Methodist 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy, Los Angeles, 
in his benediction at a session of the 
Democratic national convention. 

A telegram was sent by Rabbi Moses 
Sachs, secretary of the Minnesota 
Rabbinical Association, and Samuel L. 
Scheiner, executive director of the Jew- 
ish Community Relations Council, to 
Senator Hubert Humphrey, co-chair- 
man of the Minnesota delegation. 

“We were dismayed to hear Bishop 
Kennedy in his benediction pronounce 
America ‘a Christian nation’ and ex- 
plicitly exclude a sizable number of 
Americans from his prayer,” the wire 
said. 

“As representatives of the Minnesota 
Jewish community,” it continued, “we 
hope that you will use your good offices 
to the end that future prayers at the 
Democratic convention are as inclusive 
of all Americans as possible.” 

A Baptist pastor, Rev. E. A. Ander- 
son, Los Angeles, also referred to the 
United States as “a Christian nation” in 
his invocation at a later session, Reli- 
gious News Service adds in its report 
of the protest. 


Canadian Lutherans Fe 
District of The ALC 


Three Canadian Lutheran gr 
with some 60,000 members | 
merged into the “Evangelical Luth) 
Church of Canada,” following the 19 
ger last April of their parent cha 
bodies in the United States to form 
American Lutheran Church. 

The new Canadian body is a dis 
of The ALC and will have its ha 
quarters in Saskatoon, Sask. ! 

Groups which combined to form) 
ELC of Canada are: the Canada 
trict of the present American Luthe 
Church, which has a German bé¢ 
ground; the Western Canada section 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, of 
inally a Norwegian body; and the Wi 
ern Canada district of the United Ey 
gelical Lutheran Church, which oj 
had only a Danish membership. 


“Standard” to Become 
Biweekly Publication 


The Lutheran Standard, official | 
riodical of The American Luther 
Church, will begin publication in J 
uary as a 32-page biweekly with a 
culation of more than 250,000. 

The new magazine will replace 
Lutheran Standard of the present Am 
ican Lutheran Church, the Luthe 
Herald of the Evangelical Luther 
Church, and The Ansgar Lutheran 
the United Evangelical Luther 
Church. All three are weeklies. 

Dr. Edward W. Schramm, editor | 
the present and the new Standard, 
have two associate editors: 
fred Bockelman, who holds a simil 
position with the present Standard, a 
Rev. Rolf Aaseng, editor of the ELC 
Lutheran Teacher. News editor will 
Rev. Lewis Holm, associate editor 
ALC curriculum literature. 


Young Layman Leader of Boys and Men 


Lamb Award winner Charles Duerk (left) 
represents a “‘high standard of qualified 
leadership for both children and adults,” 
according to his pastor, Rev. A. R. Gallert 
of St. John’s Church, Defiance, Ohio. 

Pastor Gallert made the award pres- 
entation to the young father of four on 
Father's Day. Robert Pracht (right), chair- 
man of the congregation's committee on 
scouting, assisted in the presentation. 

As scoutmaster of the local church troop 
Mr. Duerk inspired 15 boys to work for the 
Pro Deo et Patria scouting award. He 


teaches the boys to go ‘“‘far beyond the, 


simple completion of the requirements” in 
their award work, the pastor adds. “He 
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makes the boys aware that it is only a pal 
tern for a training period so that, wh 
the reward is received, the boys will ec 
sciously strive to become better church 
men,” : 

The youthful scoutmaster is also pre 
ident of St. John’s LLL club and holds ¢ 
rank of captain in the U.S. Air Foret 
Reserve. 

By sharing his knowledge of planes ¢ 
military flying with the troop, he instills 
the boys a sense of personal responsibil 
to their country. 

“But always,’’ comments his pastor, “4 
sets God and Christ as the motive for | 
activities and services.”’ 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


LUTHERAN YOUTH TOUR TO ST. LOUIS 
DUCATIONAL FOR SOUTH DAKOTANS 


mbarking on a Lutheran youth tour 
ely planned, prepared, and paid for 
themselves, 30 young South Dako- 
j last month made a 1,600-mile trek 
t. Louis for a close-up picture of 
bd and its educational institutions. 
y for the first time also enjoyed 
g a wide stretch of mid-America in 
ne-time beauty. 
e needed something to stimulate 
young people in a small town with 
or no recreational, educational, 
cultural advantages,” said Rev. El- 
Crosmer, Spencer, S. Dak., pastor, 
guided the king-size project. 
areful advance planning yielded 
imum benefits at a minimum cost. 
aveling “pioneer style” in a six-car 
an with two trailers—one a 
ck wagon” designed and built by 
or Crosmer— the tourists made 
week-long jaunt at a cost of about 
per person. This amount covered 
sportation, meals, and insurance, 
a three-dollar spending allowance 
he week. Donations of a dollar’s 
h of canned goods from each per- 
supplemented items purchased at 
lesale and discount prices and at 
sales to stock the chuck wagon 
the entire trip. 


tching camp at sites chosen for his- 
al interest and natural beauty 
fed to be a novel and exciting ex- 
ence for the young Lutherans, most 
hom had never before been out of 
state. Operating under tour “rules” 
supplied with prepared tour “book- 
and tour “packets,” the travelers 
every opportunity to broaden their 
ledge and experience. 
hey also grew spiritually. Conscious 
the Lord’s protecting hand over us 
€ traveled, we directed our thoughts 
im each morning and evening in 
btions led by the tourists, in our 
e study, and in many of the things 


we saw, Pastor Crosmer told the 
WITNESS. 
In St.Louis the sight-seers were 


greeted by Synod’s President, Dr. John 
W. Behnken, and introduced to the de- 
partments and people forming Synod’s 
administrative nerve center at the Lu- 
theran Building. 


They visited the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League’s new headquarters and watched 
the immense volume of Lutheran Hour 
mail being processed. They toured the 
72-acre Concordia Seminary campus 
and relived a bit of the past in the Con- 
cordia Historical Institute. 


Particularly fascinating was their call 
at Station KFUO, since many had never 
seen a radio station. KFUO technicians 
arranged a recorded interview of the 
group, which was aired as “Youth Finds 
the Way” on the following Sunday. 

The St. Louis camp site was the spa- 
cious grounds of the Lutheran Chil- 
dren’s Services home and headquarters 
in suburban Des Peres. 

Side trips in St. Louis included visits 
to the river front, Forest Park zoo, the 
jet-age-designed Lambert Air Terminal, 
and the inevitable major league ball 
game. 


On the way home the tourists in- 
spected the expanding Springfield semi- 
nary campus and visited nearby Lincoln 
shrines. On the Illinois stopover, tents 
were pitched on the lawn of Immanuel 
Church, Farmingdale, where the Dako- 
tans were treated to a supper and an 
evening of recreation by the Walther 
League. 

“Our trip to St. Louis taught, and it 
stimulated our young people to greater 
service in the Kingdom,” commented 
Pastor Crosmer in assessing the tour’s 
value. 

As for the young people, their quick 
rejoinder to any question about the trip 
is: “Where are we going next year?” 


se South Dakota Lutherans traveled to St. Louis in pioneer style. 
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Personal 


My Friends and I 


My FRIENDS think I am better than 
I am, and my enemies think I am worse 
than I am. 

What a blessing a true, loyal Chris- 
tian friend! 

He shares my joys and my sorrows. 

He does not envy me my successes. 

He does not rejoice over my failures. 

In loving concern for my welfare he 
draws my attention to my faults and 
helps me to overcome my weaknesses. 

He does not betray my confidences. 

He prays for me. He sets me a good 
example and is a good influence. 

Am I also that kind of friend? 

A true friend never wants me to do 
anything which would jeopardize my 
friendship with my God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who being the Friend of 
sinners (Matthew 11:19) is also my 
Friend. 

To this Savior-Friend I must be true 
above all other friendships. For He is 
the heavenly Friend who laid down His 
life for me. 

And to me He speaks, as He did to 
the disciples of old: “Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down 
bis life for his friends. Ye are My 
friends if ye do whatsoever I command 
you. Henceforth I call you not servants; 
for the servant knoweth not what his 
lord doeth; but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard 
of My Father, I have made known unto 
you.” (John 15:13-15) 

Jesus Christ has made it possible for 
me, like Abraham of old, to be a friend 
of God (James 2:23), and that is 
friendship at its highest and blessed 
best! 

God in His inspired Word has more 
to say to me about friends and friend- 
ship. 

“A whisperer  separateth 
friends.” (Proverbs 16:28) 

“A friend loveth at all times.” (Prov- 
erbs 17:17) 

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” 
(Proverbs 27:6) 

“A man that hath friends must show 
himself friendly.” (Proverbs 18:24) 

“Whosoever therefore will be a friend 
of this world is the enemy of God.” 
(James 4:4) 

“What a Friend I have in Jesus!” 

RupDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 


DDDDODPPIDIIIIII? 
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chief 


Briefly Told 


52,000 in Israel 

Israel now has 52,000 Christians in 
a total population of more than two 
million, according to Rabbi Jacob Tole- 
dano, Minister of Religious Affairs. 
Included are 32,000 Catholics of var- 
ious rites, 18,000 Eastern Orthodox, 
and 2,000 Protestants. 


Night School for Clergy 

A night school to provide theologi- 
cal training for men who cannot spend 
two or three years in a regular college 
will be opened in September at South- 
wark Cathedral chapter house, London, 
by Dr. Arthur Stockwood, Anglican 
bishop. During the day students will 
carry on their regular outside employ- 
ment. 


Leaving St. Louis Seminary 

Two members of the St. Louis sem- 
inary faculty have been granted re- 
leases: Dr. Albert G. Merkens, pro- 
fessor of religious education since 1951, 
to serve Good Shepherd Congregation 
in Mexico City, Mexico; Prof. Holland 
H. Jones, associate professor of Old 
Testament interpretation, to become 
pastor of Our Redeemer Congregation, 
Bloomington, IIl., a mission “mothered” 
last year by Trinity Church. 


Joining Springfield Faculty 

Rev. Eugene F. Klug, professor of 
religion at the University of Illinois, 
has joined the faculty of the Spring- 
field seminary as assistant professor in 
the department of systematic theology. 
A former Navy chaplain at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center and in 
the Philippines, Professor Klug also 
served congregations in Montana and 


was campus pastor at the University 
of Wisconsin. 


Seminary President Visits Prisons 


As partial preparation for an address 
he will deliver Aug. 30 to the American 
Congress of Correction in Denver, 
President George J. Beto of the Spring- 
field seminary is making an inspection 
tour of European prisons. He will also 
attend an international meeting of Lu- 
theran scholars at the University of 
Muenster, held in observance of the 
400th anniversary of the death of Me- 
lanchthon. 


Lutheran Marks 100th 


The Lutheran, official weekly news- 
magazine of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, this year marks 
its 100th anniversary. Doubling its 
circulation since 1951, the publication 
now has more than 200,000 subscribers, 
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Progress Report of the Synodical Survey Commissi 


The 1956 convention of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, held in St. Paul, 
established a “Commission to Survey the 
Organizational Structure and Administra- 
tion of Synod.” The 1959 convention 
adopted the commission’s 26-page report. 
A very serious effort is being made to 
carry out the directives of the convention. 

An entire year has passed since the 
convention of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod in San Francisco. Many 
important resolutions were passed, but per- 
haps none of greater and more far-reach- 
ing importance than Resolution 31 of 
Floor Committee 6, which embodied, after 
some amendments, the adoption of the 
Report of the Survey Commission. 

This action of Synod required the grad- 
ual implementation of paragraphs in which 
it requested specific action and referred 
15 items to the commission for further 
study and recommendation to the next 
convention. 


Shortly after the convention a new com- 
mission was appointed in keeping with 
Synod’s regulations. The Synodical Survey 
Commission is composed of 13 members. 
Three laymen and two pastors are ap- 
pointed by the Board of Directors of 
Synod; three pastors (one of whom is 
a District President), three laymen, one 
teacher, and one professor are appointed 
by the College of Presidents. 

This commission has the twofold func- 
tion of putting into action the resolutions 
of Synod in this area and of studying for 
report the 15 items referred to earlier. 
The former of the two functions is to be 
carried out through an Implementation 
Committee under the direction of the com- 
mission. This Implementation Committee 
is composed of nine men: three represent 
the College of Presidents; three, the Board 
of Directors; and three, the Synodical Sur- 
vey Commission. 


The Implementation Committee, charged 
with the obligation of putting into action 
the resolutions adopted by Synod regard- 
ing the Survey Commission report, has 
held three meetings, two in 1959 and one 
this year. It became very obvious to this 
group that an Executive Director, the key 
position established in the Survey Report, 
must be secured first of all before any 
effective implementation can be initiated. 
Two lists of nominees for the position of 
Executive Director have been named by 
congregations of Synod. The Board of 
Directors, obligated to appoint the Execu- 
tive Director, made one such appointment 
without success. This exceedingly impor- 
tant matter must be taken up by the 
Board in its August meeting. 

The Synodical Survey Commission has 
met four times, twice in 1959 and twice 
in 1960. The work of the commission was 
greatly retarded by the difficulty experi- 
enced in obtaining a research secretary. 
Much research must be done in arriving 
at the answer to the 15 items up for study 
and report to the next convention. 


When the commission offered the posi- 
tion of research secretary for the Survey 
Commission to Rev. August R. Suelflow, 
director of Concordia Historical Institute, 
and the Board of Directors of the Institute 
granted the necessary leave of absence 
hope was revived in the commission Hah 
garding the work before it and the schedule 
set by the convention. 
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Pastor Suelflow began his full-time ' 
ice to the commission on June 15. Lai 
room at 210 North Broadway, availa: 
of research sources at Concordia Semii 
together with other reasons, cause 
Controller of Synod to procure office : 
at the KFUO building on the sem 


published so that members of the c 
may know that resolutions of the c 
in this particular area of the church’s ; 
gram are being followed to the best at 
of those in charge. OLIVER R. HAR 


District Conventions 


California and Nevada 
June 13—16, Oakland 


Elected to his first full term as Presi 
Rev. Paul E. Jacobs pointed to the dan 
of looking at our Lutheran Confessio 
“theological hand-me-downs.” His oper 
address emphasized that “God has cha 
us to work out His purposes. It is a I 
risk that He has become dependent on 

The Holy Ghost “has 
instruction for this hour 
— unfailing and sure,” 
said Dr. Oliver R. 
Harms in the conven- 
tion sermon. 

Missionary Harold 
Ottemoeller gave a 
moving report of his 
work in Nigeria and 
Ghana. 

The District’s 32,200 
communicants rank sec- 
ond. in Synod in per- 
capita giving for all 
church purposes, it was 
reported. 

Lively discussion was given to a ni 
name for the District which will adequate 
describe its reach from Nevada and nor 
ern California to Hawaii. Decision y 
deferred until 1961. 

“The Place of Conservative Lutheranis 
in the Ecumenical Movement” was t 
thesis of the essay by Dr. Gilbert . 
Thiele, professor at the St. Louis seminar 

Vice-Presidents elected: Rey. Henry | 
Hartner and Rev. William G. Polack. 


JOHN G. MAGER 


President 
Jacobs 


English 
June 14—17, Milwaukee 


“Today’s world has too many spiritu 
‘babes in the woods’ because of lack | 
Bible knowledge, lack of worship, and al 
sence from the sacraments” — these wort 
from Dr. Hugo Kleiner’s presidential me 
Sage gave a Milwaukee Sentinel report 
the lead for his story on the District's 32 
convention. 

Dr. Roland Wiederaenders took 
delegates on a verbal tour of Synod’s 
sionary, educational, and welfare op 
tions. 

Three new schools were Opened, and 
schools receive District subsidy, accor 
to the Board of Parish Education. 
PAT increase of $114 million was no} 
in the District Church Extension F 
mostly in loans. Six thousand mem 
have loaned money to the fund. 
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to 90 per cent of the District’s par- 
now underwrite 


ecial financial support will be given 
udent service work at Michigan State 
ersity and for the District’s first mis- 
in Quebec, Christ Memorial. 

a_ 130-to-75 vote the convention 
orialized Synod to declare the San 
cCiscO convention resolution on the 

Statement unconstitutional. The 
orial asks that “articles never ac- 
2d confessional weight in Synod’s con- 
10n not be made binding on pastors, 
ers, and professors of Synod.” A te- 
was also directed to Synod’s Com- 
e on Constitutional Matters to rule 
€ constitutionality of the resolution. 
cording to a revised administrative 
, five regional Vice-Presidents were 
d: Revs. August F. Brunn (Erie), 
Baumgaertner (Northwestern), Theo- 
Moeller, Sr. (Southwestern), Carl 
i Oswald T. McRee 
Hugo Kleiner was re- 
d to a fourth term as President. 


ROGER L. SOMMER 


hern Illinois 
27—30, River Forest 


ict, retiring President Arthur H. Wer- 
nn echoed the Savior’s last reminder, 
ch!” He asked the members of the 
ict to “take inventory of themselves” 
eir Kingdom-building responsibilities. 
v. Theodore F. 
el, pastor of Jeho- 
Church, Chicago, 


mittee on 
Unity, was chosen 
r. Werfelmann’s 
Revs. Carl 
bel and Erwin 
were named Vice- 
dents; John Hoff- 
;, Financial Sec- 
yee and> Fred C., 
itt, Treasurer. 

. James G. Manz 
nted the conven- 
essay on “Christian Prayer in Our 
.’ One wonders, he said, “whether 
athers of our families realize that 
as_priests in their own homes have 
timary responsibility of leading and 
izing family worship.” 

table in the District’s mission out- 
is the institutional ministry of 20 
and part-time workers, who last year 
ucted 1,453 services in 37 institutions 
gained or reclaimed 555 persons. 
ue is the seamen’s mission at Chi- 
’s Calumet Harbor, which offers serv- 
for seamen from all over the world 
directs them to nearby churches. 
rolled in 115 parish schools are 17,068 
s; in three Lutheran high schools, 
) students, taught by more than 100 
ictors. Other educational agencies: 
Sunday schools, with 5,114 workers 
45,500 pupils; 120 vacation Bible 
sls; and 26 Saturday schools. 

e convention established the office of 
ict Youth Worker to serve the Dis- 
; 16,000 young people. _ 

e District last year received $60,700 
sacies. For 1960, 678 voting and ad- 
y delegates were told, the District's 
et will be $1,700,000. 

RUDOLPH L. GEFFERT 


President 
Nickel 


st 9, 1960 


Southern Illinois 
June 20—24, Bethalto 


The District installed its first Executive 
Secretary of Social Welfare, Rev. David 
Brammer, at the opening service. Presi- 
dent Alfred Buls, elected to his first full 
term, performed the rite. 

A previously adopted reorganization 
plan became effective at the convention. 
Elected members of the Mission, Educa- 
tion, Stewardship, and 
District Services com- 
mittees now automat- 
ically become members 
of an 18-man District 
Board of Directors. 

The Mission Commit- 
tee reported a 35% in- 
crease over the previous 


year in souls won, 
attributing the gain 
largely to a  District- 


wide PTR in the spring 
of 1959. 

The convention estab- 
lished a Rural Life 
Commission. It also placed $25,000 into 
the annual budget to develop the District’s 
campus ministry. 

Though erection of a District home for 
the aging was deferred, a “Home for the 
Aged Foundation” was established to re- 
ceive bequests and donations for the pos- 
sible founding of such an institution in the 
near future. 

The convention set aside an evening to 
hear representatives of various institutions 
and service agencies within Synod. 

The doctrinal essay “Revelation — Scrip- 
ture — Interpretation” was delivered by 
Dr. Martin Franzmann of the St. Louis 
seminary. 

Rev. Harry Welp was elected First Vice- 
President, Rev. Erwin Kolb Second Vice- 
President. Secretary Elmer Feddersen and 
Treasurer Clarence Nordmeyer were re- 
elected. EDWIN BLUMENKAMP 


Books 


Christ on Main Street. By Sverre Norborg. 
T. S. Denison and Co., Minneapolis. 
1959. 400 pages. $3.95. 


This volume has the simple purpose of 
trying to make the Gospels speak the lan- 
guage of the man on the street. Dr. Nor- 
borg tells the story of Jesus Christ in 
a simple, direct, and compelling manner, 
and certainly achieves his purpose. At the 
same time he sticks close to the texts and 
allows no bias of any kind to color his 
presentation. This book would commend 
itself for home reading and devotions. 


ROBERT PREUS 


President Buls 


Indians and Other Americans. By Harold 
E. Fey and D’Arcy McNickle. Harper 
and Brothers, New York. $3.75. 


This book narrates how Europeans who 
came to this country in the colonial days 
and their American descendants got along 
with their Indian American neighbors from 
the beginning of our history until the pres- 
ent time. In logical sequence the book sets 
forth the bad acts ignorantly done, but 
with good intentions, as well as the evil 
deeds of otherwise good men perpetrated 
because of fear and greed. 

The book is a scholarly and for the lay- 
man perhaps a perplexingly detailed pres- 
entation of attempts to “civilize” the In- 
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dian, of good legislation enacted by Con- 
gress, and of treaties never carried out: of 
the opposition to the Federal law for the 
benefit of Indians on the part of local 
governments because the law was con- 
sidered unworkable or because the law 
would not satisfy the greedy and selfish 
wants of local white citizens. 

As the intelligent reader goes through 
the maze of Federal legislation enacted “in 
the Indian’s behalf,” he will realize that 
great mistakes were made, mistakes which 
were the direct expression of the white 
man’s greed and pride. But, according to 
Indians and Other Americans, one of the 
greatest mistakes was our unwillingness 
or inability properly to communicate with 
the Indians. Hence we did not adequately 
ascertain their needs and wants, with the 
result that we did not win their spontane- 
ous response even to the best plans in- 
augurated in their behalf. There was, the 
book makes clear, a lack on our part of 
a sympathetic understanding of the tradi- 
tion and culture of the Indians and as 
a result a “tragic failure as a nation in 
dealing with our Indian Americans.” 

Is this a specifically significant reason 
why the church—and The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod in particular — 
has until now been largely unsuccessful 
in its outreach to the Indian American? 
If so, Indians and Other Americans may 
become a helpful tool for Lutherans. 


ANDREW SCHULZE 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 
By Elmer A. Kettner. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. 13-page tract. $3.00 per 
100. 


Many people are asking, “What is the 
Missouri Synod? What is it doing in Flor- 
ida and California? What are its teachings 
and practices?” This tract gives a charac- 
terization of the Missouri Synod, some 
statistical information, a brief historical 
background, and the church body’s objec- 
tives. Its popularity is indicated by the 
fact that the first printing was sold out 
in a few months. 

We commend it to congregations for 
distribution to all members, especially to 
new and prospective members, for use as 
a study and discussion guide, and for the 
tract rack. OswaLbD A. WAECH 


The Truth About Seventh-Day Adventism. 
By Walter R. Martin. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids. 1960. 
$3.50. 


This book, a generous and scholarly 
criticism of contemporary Seventh-day Ad- 
ventism, is the product of many years of 
careful research. Forgiving the false teach- 
ings of the past which Adventist leaders 
now disown, the author deals as gently as 
possible with their errors of the present. 
He accepts Adventists as members of 
an evangelical group among Protestant 
churches. 

Their distinctive Adventist errors are, 
however, sufficiently serious to put other 
Christians on their guard against doctrines 
which, despite Adventist protestations to 
the contrary, tend in the direction of un- 
evangelical legalism. 

A recent volume on Adventist theology, 
Questions on Doctrine, is aimed at easing 
the minds of evangelical Christians on that 
point, but Christians of other denomina- 
tions will withhold their judgment until 
local Adventists have demonstrated that 
they are in full accord with their leaders. 

De We SP 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Borges, Gary F., in St. John, Garfield Heights, 
Ohio, by H. C. Weidner, June 26 j 
Brown, Warren, in St.John, Calumet City, 

Tll., by Theo. Melinat, June 12. 
Dechow, Jon F., in St.Paul, Battle Creek, 
Mich., by H. M. Heidenreich, June 26. ; 
Fink, Roger W., in St. Michael, Wolcottsville, 
N. Y., by Hilbert J. Huth, June 19. 

Gogl, Leon, in St. Michael, Portland, Oreg., 
by Amos A. Schmidt, June 26. ; 

Knief, Lowis C., in First, Ponca City, Okla., 
by A. E. Behrend, June 26. 

Koch, Karl W., in Messiah, Seattle, Wash., by 
A. L. Hillmann, June 19. 

Prough, Raymond, in Trinity, Elkhart, Ind., 
by L. C. Hoeppner, June 26. 

Quiram, E. Gerald, in Grace, Dallas, Tex., by 
Robert Biel, June 19. 7 : 
Rogahn, Kenneth, in Faith, Milwaukee, Wis., 

by M. F. Kammrath, June 19. 
Rudow, Allen, in Trinity, Mission, Kans., by 
Harlan Hartner, June 26. : 
Schleef, Roger H., in First, Fort Smith, Ark., 
by W. E. Griesse, June 26. 

Schmidt, Harold W., in Zion, Blackburn, Mo., 
by Joseph Schlichting, June 26. ; F 
Schuster, Frederick H., in St. Paul, Sioux City, 

Iowa, by S. W. Holstein, June 5. 

Steinbeck, Arnold G., in Zion, Terra Bella, 
Calif., by George L. Steinbeck, June 19. 
Wildgrube, Paul F., in St. Paul, New Orleans, 

La., by E. H. Wildgrube, July 3. 
Wilken, Robert L., in St. Paul, New Orleans, 
La., by E. H. Wildgrube, July 3. , 
Zastrow, Myron, in St. John, Merrill, Wis., by 
W. F. Ludwig, June 12. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Agerstrand, Carl F., as missionary to Lebanon, 
in Zion, Mitchell, S.Dak., by Pres. Philip 
Mueller, June 12. 

Lauer, James P., as Missionary to Korea, in 
Trinity, Trimont, Minn., by Norman W. 
Heidorn, June 19. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Anderson, Orlin S., St. Matthew (Deaf), Jack- 
son Heights, N. Y., by L. R. Jasper, June 26. 

Bertke, Alfred A., St. John, Wellman, Iowa, by 
Wm. Stock, June 26. 

Boots, Patrick, Hope, Mount Carmel, Ill., by 
Jacob Esslinger, July 3. 

Brinkmann, Norman, as missionary at Ham- 
monton, in Grace, Jersey City, INadeeby, 
Herbert H. Gallman, June 19. 

Dudley, Thomas E., as missionary in Fall- 
brook-Vista area, in Zion, Fallbrook, Calif., 
by Roy G. Gesch, June 26. 

Edge, Thomas L., as missionary at Salem, 
N. J., in Outer Drive Faith, Detroit, Mich., 
by Theodore A. Daniel, June 26. 

Ehlers, Donald, as missionary in Lisle, Tl, 
by L. W. Schuth, June 26. 

Fogle, William F., Mount Olive, Perrin, Fla., 
by Carl T. Geist, June 19. 

Gustke, George M., Mount Calvary, Watonga, 
Okla., by William K. Hannusch, July 3. 

Loesche, Richard F., as assistant pastor, Saint 


John, Beloit, Wis., by G. Friedrichs, 
June 26. 
Nygaard, Spencer, St. Paul, Milford Center 
pnuckery), Ohio, by Carl C. Grugel, 
une 26. 


Zimmermann, James W., First, Hanford, Calif., 
by Daniel A. Gimbel, June 26. 


Installed: BASTORS 

Bachanz, August, Emmaus, Wau aca, Wis., b 
Richard J. Muehl, June 19. # Vibe f 

Bailey, Clark R., Calvary (Deaf), Des Moines, 
Iowa, by A. E. Ferber, Jan. 31. 

Borchers, Richard W., First English, Fair- 
mount, N.Dak., by Lambert A. Dierks, 
June 26. 

Brammer, David H., as Exec. Secretary of So- 
cial Welfare, S. Ill. Dist., by Pres. Alfred 
Buls, June 20. 

Devan, Edward J., Grace, High Point, N.C., 
by Martin Steyer, June 19. 

Gerken, Walter C., as Asst. Executive Direc- 
tor of Lutheran Deaconess Assn., in Holy 
Cross, Fort Wayne, Ind., by E. H. Albers, 
June 19. 

Holtz, Arlin, as assoc. pastor, Trinity, Fre- 
mont, Nebr., by Sieg. H. Schroeder, June 26. 

Holzheimer, Walter R., as Missionary in Re- 
gina, in Grace, Regina, Sask., by Herman 
Bickel, June 12. 

Kass, Robert E., Trinity, Riesel, Tex., by M. 
Erich Knippa, June 5. 
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Kiefer, Kyle H., Our Redeemer, Jackson, and 
Trinity, Alpha, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. 
Stahlke, June 19. 

Klingebiel, Robert W., St. Luke, 

N. Y., by Ernest E. Heuer, June 19. 

Kohn, Gerard E., St. Mark, Rochester, N. Y., 
by Lyle W. Halvorson, June 19. 

Krumsieg, Donald E., St. Paul, Waverly, and 
Trinity, Bremer, Iowa, by Pres. W. D. Oet- 
ting, June 26. 

Kuechle, Eugene, Redeemer, Orange, N. J., by 
Walter A. Reuning, June 26. 

Lange, E. T., St. Paul, Ute, Iowa, by Theo. 
Hoemann, June 26. 

Mueller, Herman W., Faith, Mountain Home, 
Idaho, by O. G. Winterstein, June 19. 

Reed, Donald, Christ, Norfolk, Nebr., by Al- 
bert T. Bostelmann, June 26. 

St. Pierre, Rupert, Christ the King, Enter- 
prise, Ala., by Wm. G. Kennell, June 26. 
Schmidt, Eugene E., Grace, Kansas City, 

Kans., by Bernard H. Becker, June 26. 

Schmidt, Herbert F., Messiah, Santa Cruz, 
Calif., by Frederick L. von Husen, June 19. 

Weiser, Rudolph, Redeemer, Harriman, Tenn., 
by J. V. Kimpel, June 19. 

Zastrow, Myron, as asst. pastor, St. Peter, Mil- 


Newfane, 


waukee, Wis., by Walter M. Gauger, 
June 26. 

TEACHERS 
Aufdenkamp, Arthur, St. Peter, Elk Creek, 


Nebr., by John Heins, June 19. 

Noack, Dalton J., First, Ponca City, Okla., by 
A. E. Behrend, June 26. 

Wall, Donald D., Trinity, Roselle, Ill., by W. 
H. Mehlberg, June 19. 


Official Notice 


The Board of Control, St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo., will meet at the college 
Aug. 9, 1960, for the purpose of calling an 
associate professor in social studies and an 
associate professor in education. — Howarp G. 
BartH, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., with the ap- 
proval of the Board for Higher Education, 
herewith invites all congregations and others 
entitled to do so to nominate candidates for 
the positions of associate professor in educa- 
tion and psychology, in English literature 
and humanities, and in speech. 

Candidates must possess the necessary spir- 
itual and academic qualifications to give in- 
struction by word and example, in their 
respective fields, to those who will in turn 
become teachers in The Lutheran Chureh— 
Missouri Synod. They should have acquired 
the doctorate or be able to do so within 
a reasonable period of time. 

Candidates for the chair in education and 
psychology should be prepared to teach 
courses in the areas of educational history, 
philosophy, materials and techniques, or in 
psychology. 

Candidates for the chair in English litera- 
ture and humanities should be prepared to 
teach particularly in the areas of literature, 
English communication, or humanities. 

Candidates for the chair in speech should 
be prepared to teach particularly in the areas 
of speech, English, and/or drama, and, if 
necessary, assist in the resident counseling 
program. 

Send all nominations and pertinent infor- 
mation regarding candidates by Oct. 10, 1960, 
to the Secretary, Board of Control, Concor- 
dia Teachers College, 7400 Augusta St., River 
Forest, Ill.— M. L. Korxnexeg, Executive Of- 
ficer, Board of Control. 


Requests for Colloquies 


Paul Stohlman, Jr., contract teacher at Im- 
manuel Lutheran School, Alpena, Mich., and 
Marlin W. Schulz, Clawson, Mich., contract 
teacher and athletic director at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School, Royal Oak, Mich., have ap- 
plied for colloquies to enter the teaching 
ministry of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. 


Earle Beck, Ferndale, Mich., member of the 
faculty of the Detroit Lutheran High School 
West, and Erwin M. Meyer, teacher at Holy 
Cross Lutheran School, Saginaw, Mich., have 
applied for colloquies to enter the preaching 
ministry of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod. — W. Harry Krixgcer, President, Michi- 
gan District. 


Notice 


The Midwest Regional Conference of Asso- 
ciated Lutheran Charities will be held Sept. 1 
to 8 at_the Baptist Assembly Grounds, Green 
Lake, Wis. 
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Changes of Address 
Pastors: 


Ave-Lallemant, Winfred A., 6272 
Rd., R.3, Monroe, Mich. 
Bahr, ec rdinane O., 4684 W. Flor 
St. Louis 15, Mo. | 
Bekemeyer, William C., em., 209 Third | 
Edwardsville, Ill. | 
Bentrup, Herman E., em., 5812 Irving | 
N., Minneapolis 12, Minn. 
Borchers, Richard W., Fairmount, N. I 
Bouman, Walter R., 75 Whitehall RdJ 
bany 9, N. Y. 
Brink, Kurt, 825 Manzano St., N.E.. 
buquerque, N. Mex. 
Buehner, Theodore W., 1019 Meadoy 
Rd., Chattanooga 5, Tenn. | 
Bunn, 


L. Frank, 41 Bellaire Rd., § 
Portland, Maine. 3 | 
Callies, Elmer W., 9 Berrywood Circle, 
tle Rock, Ark. || 
Carino, Alvaro A., Box 16, Baguio 
Pa { 
Castens, Louis C., 313 N. Taylor, Flat Hi 


Mo. 
Dobelstein, Ernest G., 1429 Meadow G 
Dr., Louisville 5, Ky. | 
Drevlow, Ferdinand A., R.1, Box 218- 
Daytona Beach, Fla. ‘ | 
Ehlers, Don E., 5704 Essex Rd., Lisle, | 
Ernstmeyer, Milton, Chaplain, U.S.S.) 
Moines (CA-134), FPO, New York, 
Geiswinkler, Frederick, erm., c/o L 
Borgen, R. 2, Superior, Nebr. | 
Glahn, Paul, em., 3207 Duncan, St. Jos 
M 


oO. | 
Graef, Richard E., 96 N. St. Regis 
Rochester, N. Y. ' 
Graesser, Donald, c/o Holy Cross Luth« 
Church, W. Ramapo Ave. & Valley 

Mahwah, N. J 
2413 S. Wi 


Grundmeier, Russell M., 
Ave., Sioux Falls, S. Dak 

Hass, LeRoy, Manning, Iowa q 

Heins, Norbert G. A., 4611 Philomath _ 
Corvallis, Oreg. 

Hoeferkamp, Donald, 6910 Mackenzie 
St. Louis 23, Mo. 

Horn, August, Eola, Tex. : 

Israel, John W., Box 216, Three Lakes, 

Jennrich, Walter A., 5002 W. Keefe 1 
Milwaukee 16, Wis. 

Kaestner, Harold, R.4, Box 204, Lubb 


ex. 
Kahre, Robert W., Messiah Lute 
Church, 1031 13th St., Carlyle, Il. iy 
Kavasch, John A., 24 Prospect Dr., S3 
tington Station, N. Y. i 
Klees, Theodore C., R.1, Corunna, Ind. 
Klingebiel, Robert, 2755 South Main, Ne 
fane, N. Y. q 
Kretzmann, Otto F., 9323 Lenard Ct., Sa 
Louis 23, Mo. J 
Krueger, Arthur C., R. 2, Seymour, Ind. 
Kuechle, Eugene E., 43 Rollinson St., W 
Orange, N. J. 
Lang, Miaagt T., 814 Cincinnati St., L 


ette, Ind. HY 

Lindemann, Alb. H., Chaplain (Lt. 
815 Combat Support Group (SAC), Fort 
AFB, Kans. 

Loock, Lambert E., Box 13, Ogoja Toy 
Nigeria, W. Africa. ; 

Lowe, Charles W., 3031 Northern Parkwe 
Baltimore 14, Md. 

Mattil, Frederick A., 4250 Don Juan 
Abilene, Tex., 

McAmis, Robert Day, 415 Tremont § 
Chattanooga 5, Tenn. 

Meyer, Alfred O., crm., 32 W. i51st § 
Harvey, Ill. 


Meyer, C. Rodger, 501 Fourth St., Boonvil 
oO 


3 


Meyer, Henry, 509 Fifth Ave., N.E, 


man, Ala. 

MecMiller, Robert J., 604 N. Second 
Park Falls, Wis. ud 

Nelsen, Louis E., Jr., 460 Ashlawn Dr., Ne 
Orleans 23, La. - 

Oberdieck, Daniel, em., 10 West Sixth § 
Washington, Mo. 

Oswald, Wallace C., 5740 N. 86th St., 
waukee 18, Wis. 

Patschke, Arbie V., c/o Mr. Albert Krob 
4933 Murdoch, St. Louis 9, Mo. 

Pool, Charles H., 220 Leslie Dr., Bowlil 


Green, Ky. 

Rast, Herbert A., 4513 Wiliams Rd., 
Worth 16, Tex. J 
Remus, Harold E., R.3, Lawrenceville Rd 

Princeton, N. J. 
Rittmann, Clarence, Lutheran Mission, N 
gercoil, Kanyakumari Dist., South India 
Schulze, Frederick W., em., Blue Vall 
Lutheran Home, Hebron, Nebr. 
Schweder, Karl J., 2202 Bayview Ave., V 
lowdale, Ont., Can. 
Stolp, F. H. Theodore, R. 1, Lincoln, Kar 
Surburg, ina 
1301 Concordia Ct., Springfield, Ill. 
Unterschultz, Philip, 4324 Conklin St., 
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n der Bloemen, Thomas G., 131 ill- 
rest Ct., Fergus Falls, Minn. Cal 
ane, Dale, 428 N. Mulberry St., Logan 
io ‘ 
tzel, Oliver H., Chaplain, Destr i 
Vo. 132, FPO, San Francisco, Calif. pa 
ckham, Louis W., 1701 First St., Palacios, 


ex. 
ke, Frank E., 101615 
apid City, S. Dak. 

tt, Raymond H., R. 2, Belle Meade, Hick- 


Richard, 3960 Ma 

akland 19, Calif. ae 

mermann, Martin K., crm., 1409 Como 

ve., S.E., Apt. 6, Minneapolis 14, Minn. 

n, Robert M., Concordia Seminary, Na- 

ercoil, Kanyakumari Dist., S. India. 

ers: 

ert, Raymond O., 1514 S. Gunderson 

ve., Berwyn, III. 

kman, Ralph, Lutheran Teacher Train- 

g College, Ibakachi-Ikat, Ekpene, Ni- 

leria, W. Africa 

hner, Walter L., 1016 Lake Home Dr., 
Clarence E., 


odi, Calif. 
249 N. Plum 
rove, Palatine, Ill. 


denstern, 

ce, Richard, c/o St. Paul’s Lutheran 
eo: 592 N. San Antonio Ave., Pomona, 
alif. 

mann, Robert P., Apt. 606, 10 Plaza Sq., 
. Louis 3, Mo. 


Kansas City St., 


h. 
er, Robert, 4100 Fountain, Chattanooga 
, Tenn. 
er, Theodore H., Sr., em., 1109 Skyline 
r., Danville, Ill. 
ler, Luther, 3609 West 54th St., Min- 
apolis 10, Minn. 
ehoeft, Walter, Corder, Mo. 
iss, Theodore C., 25 S. Highland Ave., 
rlington Heights, I11. 
ram, Dennis D., 189 S. Hickory St., New 
aunfels, Tex. 


ra, Calif. 
Edgar R., 918 N. Dunton Ave., 
lington Heights, Ill. 


an, Carlton, 816 Pearson St., Des 
aines, Ill. 
e, Edwin G., 2069 Juanita St., Deca- 


r, Ga. 

eskey, Roman C., 4162 N. 46th St., Mil- 
aukee 16, Wis. 

lander, Ronald, c/o Concordia College, 
11 N. E. Holman St., Portland 11, Oreg. 


Letters 


etters to this department must be 
gned. Names will be withheld upon 
quest. The opinions expressed are not 
ecessarily those of the Editors, who 
ay reject, print in full, or omit matter 
ot pertinent. 


as There” 


ou go back into the archives of your 
ry and look on the shelf labeled 
t Instruction Class — Spring 1955,” 
night remember me. At any rate, 
er you recall or not, I was there. My 
nd completed his internship, and we 
d from ____ shortly before the class 
| that time I was undecided. To be 
| truthful, I had decided rather resent- 
that I would certainly find a church 
4 pleased me more than the Lutheran 
(ch did. Deep down I was pretty sure 
ere right, but I so badly wanted some 
is to be different. 
ally didn’t like the thought that we 
nt do one single solitary thing to 
urselves. I just thought it would be 
ch more dignified if God somehow 
rranged it for us to earn heaven by 


thanks to God I’ve come a long way 
erstanding and faith since that night. 
‘of my thoughts at a recent Com- 


me; 1960 


munion was a heartfelt “thank You, thank 
You” directed to my Savior and the sharp- 
ened realization that I really would have 
something to cry about if my hope of 
heaven depended on myself or my ability 
to be good. 


While looking for something in the Lu- 
theran Annual, 1 came across your name 
and on an impulse decided to write to you 
and let you know that some more of your 
work had not been in vain. We are happily 
settled here in ___.. My husband has done 
very well in private practice, and Randy 
has two little sisters. Robin Lynn is three 
and Baby Barbie is six months. All of us 
are members of _____ Lutheran Church. 

I thank God increasingly for the gift of 
faith, and I wanted to thank you for that 
also. Don’t worry — I remember that 
credit goes to the Holy Spirit, but you 
watered, and I’m grateful. You were un- 
usually patient and understanding but occa- 
sionally really sort ‘of stern, or at least 
I thought so then. I can look back now 
and thank you for all of it. 


Colorado IP. BL. 


Note: The pastor to whom this letter was 
addressed felt that it might “well be shared 
with a larger reading audience” because it 
is a “testimonial to the power of the Holy 
Spirit working through the Word entrusted 
to humble men.” 


From the “Watchman-Examiner” 


Some years ago Dr. Ewing of the Saint 
Louis Baptist Mission Board told me that 
there were 10,000 unchurched Baptists in 
St. Louis who moved here from other 
cities. 

I sent out a letter to a number of Bap- 
tist churches in large cities, with a return 
postcard, asking them to give me the 
names and addresses of members who had 
moved to St. Louis. I wrote to a number 
of them. A few told me that they had 
become members of churches of other 
denominations, and others told me that 
they were married — only a few returns. 
Several churches complimented me upon 
my interest in trying to locate the un- 
churched Baptists in our city. 

I believe it would be helpful to the Bap- 
tist denomination if more conventions 
would in their national publication, print 
the names of outstanding Baptist churches 
in the different large cities, as you are 
doing [in the Watchman-Examiner]. 

One of the weaknesses of the Baptist 
churches. is that-*7h2n a member of a 
church leaves tov live in another city, 


they fail to notify the Baptist headquarters 
or Baptist churches of the removal of their 
member to another town. There was an 
article in one of our publications some 
time ago in relation to this, but just how 
much the denominations in their national 
conventions cncoufage this practice I do 
not know. 


St. Louis, Mo. W. C. AYER 


Note: A reader asks, “Can we substitute 
‘Lutheran’ for ‘Baptist’?” 


Happy over Article 


I can’t say how happy I was to see in 
our LUTHERAN WITNESS (June 14, 1960, 
p. 10) words written in love for the Jew. 


No people have suffered so long and so 
cruelly as the Jews — often at the hands 
of Gentile “Christianity.” 


Yet how wonderfully God has enriched 
our own lives, humanly speaking, by those 
precious Jews through whom He gave us 
Moses and the prophets, the Sacred Scrip- 
tures we hold so dear; the apostles and 
founders of our church; the first Jewish 
Christian congregations, who shared their 
faith and hope with their Gentile neigh- 
bors; and “of whom, as concerning the 
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed forever!” (Romans 9:5) 


May Professor Danker’s article awaken 
in our beloved church the compassionate 
love of Jesus for His people according to 
the flesh, the Jews. 


Aberdeen, Wash. 
(REv.) EDwarD H. IMME 


Lay Assistance 


In the June 14 issue of the WITNESS 
(p. 26) there was an article saying that 
lay assistance is needed in the “larger” 
churches. I wonder if lay assistance isn’t 
also needed in the direction and manage- 
ment of the business affairs of Synod. 


It is very surprising to see the number 
of pastors who have been nominated for 
the position of Executive Director of 
Synod and the few laymen on the list. 


I believe that our Synod is not exercising 
good stewardship of talent when pastors 
are used in administrative positions for 
which laymen quite often are as well or 
better qualified. 

Synod leaders are constantly reminding 
us of the shortage of pastors, and still 
they are nominating and calling pastors for 
positions which could very easily be filled 
by qualified laymen. 


Ortonville, Minn. | WESTON SCHNECK 


NEW CHURCH AND SCHOOL of St. Paul’s Congregation, Flint, Mich., which serves 2,039 
baptized and 1,423 communicant members. The 50-year-old parish enrolls 194 in its 


day school, 525 in Sunday school. In the last two years, Pastor T. 


A. Zeile reports, 


offerings for work at home totaled $225,900 and $51,173 for work of the church at 
large. Professor (“What's the Answer?”) Sohn is a former pastor of St. Paul's. 
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FIND OUT ABC 


THE SPECIAL SIFFERENCE 
AAL MEMBERS SHARE... : 


In your own community, there is a specially trained AAL life | 

insurance counselor. He is a fellow Synodical Conference 
. 

: 

: 


Lutheran and he is trained to demonstrate how surplus refunds 
from Aid Association for Lutherans provide lower net cost life 
insurance protection. Since you qualify for this special difference 
AAL members share — and for all of the other benefits of 
membership — it will pay you to find out 
“bout your family’s savings opportunity. 
Call your local AAL counselor, 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS © ~«ppLerton, wisconsin 


535 AAL counselors serving Lutheran families 


ein ° S888. © 0 Ne Tele 6. 5G MaMe er shemenil snes seetecels © «61.0 «0 cies 


as anc 
qidate: 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS 
APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


Two booklets 
have been prepared 


for you — to explain peli _..)... 
in detail how adres 
ee J 
AAL serves Lutherans. = oe 
Just fill in City or Post Office ______- mcg. sa O sa 
your name and address, Sa 
and mail. (LW-D60) Membeno, ae congre- on 
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gation no eee eee 8 pastor 
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